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Assembly Bill No. 3167

CHAPTER 381

An act to amend Section 598b of the Penal Code, relating to
animals.

[Approved by Governor August 17, 1996. Filed with
Secretary of State August 19, 1996.]

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 3167, Martinez. Animals: pets or companions: use as food.
Existing law prohibits any person from possessing, importing into

this state, selling, buying, giving away, or accepting any carcass or
part of any carcass of any animal traditionally or commonly kept as
a pet or companion with the sole intent of using or having another
person use any part of the carcass as food. Existing law also prohibits
any person from engaging in any of these acts with respect to this
type of animal with the sole intent of killing or having another person
kill the animal for the purpose of using or having another person use
any part of the animal for food.

This bill would add to these prohibitions the exportation from this
state of the carcass or animal for the purposes specified and would
broaden the scope of intent involved in the prohibited acts. By
expanding the scope of an existing crime, this bill would create a
state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this
act for a specified reason.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 598b of the Penal Code is amended to read:
598b. (a) Every person is guilty of a misdemeanor who possesses,

imports into, or exports from, this state, sells, buys, gives away, or
accepts any carcass or part of any carcass of any animal traditionally
or commonly kept as a pet or companion with the intent of using or
having another person use any part of that carcass for food.

(b) Every person is guilty of a misdemeanor who possesses,
imports into, or exports from, this state, sells, buys, gives away, or
accepts any animal traditionally or commonly kept as a pet or
companion with the intent of killing or having another person kill
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that animal for the purpose of using or having another person use any
part of the animal for food.

(c) This section shall not be construed to interfere with the
production, marketing, or disposal of any livestock, poultry, fish,
shellfish, or any other agricultural commodity produced in this state.
Nor shall this section be construed to interfere with the lawful killing
of wildlife, or the lawful killing of any other animal under the laws of
this state pertaining to game animals.

SEC. 2. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California Constitution because the
only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school district will
be incurred because this act creates a new crime or infraction,
eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty for a crime
or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of the Government
Code, or changes the definition of a crime within the meaning of
Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California Constitution.

Notwithstanding Section 17580 of the Government Code, unless
otherwise specified, the provisions of this act shall become operative
on the same date that the act takes effect pursuant to the California
Constitution.
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